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Agenda

✓ History of Ribbon Road by 
Stantec

✓ History of Ribbon Road 
Improvements Project by 
Guy Engineering

✓ Current Proposed 
Alternative 

✓ Stakeholder Comments

✓ Discussion

ht t ps://www.flickr.com/phot os/localozarkian/39226681111
ht t ps://www.405magazine.com/rout e-66s-ribbon-road/



The proposed improvements are 

for a 3.6-mile zigzagging stretch 

of roadway along E Street SW, 

County Road (CR) EW-130, CR 

NS-540, and CR EW-140 in 

Ottawa County, Oklahoma.

The existing facilities consist of a 
single 9-foot-wide paved driving 
lane with 5- to 8-foot-wide gravel 

shoulders and includes the only 
remaining section of 9-foot-wide 
original pavement of Route 66.

Project Location



History of Ribbon Road
The Nine-Foot Highway – The Sidewalk Highway

• The roadway was constructed as a 

continuous highway, of which two 

discontiguous port ions remain: an upper, 

northern segment and a lower, southern 

segment. 

• As originally constructed, Route 66 

Ribbon Road was a 15.47-mile highway 

between Miami, Oklahoma, and Afton, 

Oklahoma, and upon its completion in 

1922 was known as the Miami-Afton 

Federal Road.

• In 1924, when the Oklahoma State 

Highway System was established, the 

highway was designated SH-7. 

Aerial I mage – 11-22-1939; Oklahoma Geological Survey
I mage of M iami-Afton Federal Road as originally const ruct ed. Reprint ed from Annual Report  Of The St ate Highway Commission For The Years  1919 To 1924 I nclus ive, 159. 



• In 1926, the highway became part 

of US-66 extending from Chicago, 

Illinois, to Los Angeles, California. 

• As one of the first paved highways 

in Oklahoma, the events that 

transpired to fund and construct 

Route 66 Ribbon Road illustrate 

Oklahoma’s early challenges in 

constructing a state highway 

system. 

• The roadway’s unique design 

characteristics and its limited 

serv ice as a U.S. highway (only 11 

years) illustrate the rapid evolution 

of early highway design in 

Oklahoma.

I mage of M iami-Afton Federal Road as originally const ruct ed. Reprint ed from Annual Report  Of The St ate Highway 
Commiss ion For The Years  1919 To 1924 I nclus ive, 159. 

• Miami-Afton Federal Road, 1918–1924 

• SH 7, 1924–1926 

• U.S. 66, 1926–1937 

• Ottawa County Road/“Route 66 Ribbon Road,” 

1937–present 

History of Ribbon Road
The Nine-Foot Highway – The Sidewalk Highway



Historical Significance

• In 1994, the northern portion of Route 
66 Ribbon Road was individually listed as 
the Miami Original Nine-Foot Section of 
Route 66 Roadbed in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP). 

• It was listed under Criterion A in the 
area of Transportation as an illustration 
of the evolution of Oklahoma’s highway 
system and as a unique nine-foot-wide 
section of U.S. Highway Route (U.S.) 66. 



Route 66 Ribbon Road’s 

Character Defining 
Features

• Stepped alignment that follows section 

lines

• 9-foot-wide roadbed segments with 5-

foot-wide gravel shoulders

• Widened and banked curves

• Roadbed materials (asphalt and 

concrete)

• Culverts constructed during periods of 

significance (1919–1921, 1926–1937)



Condition Assessment

The right of way 
and gravel 

shoulders are in 
very good 
condition

The asphalt and 
concrete base 

that make up the 
pavement section 

is in fair to poor 
condition 

A gravel roadway 
has been placed 
over portions of 
the pavement 

section in 
attempts to 

prevent further 
damage 

Two portions 
totaling 

approximately 
0.75 miles have 
been overlaid 
with asphalt to 

provide a smooth 
driving surface 



Condition Assessment



Condition Assessment



Condition Assessment



Condition Assessment



Condition Assessment



Route 66 Ribbon Road’s
Public Meeting

3/20/2020

• Presented 4 options from draft Historic 

Structure Report.

• Majority liked Option 1, which renewed 

the original asphalt and widened the 
existing shoulders.

• Opposition to Options 2, 3 and 

4 because of land acquisition impacts.

• Requests to pave the shoulders.

• Resulted in request for an Option 5 that 

modified Option 1 by paving 

the shoulders.



• 25 Feet wide travel way including gravel shoulders for 

passing.

• 9 ft asphalt + 1 ft of concrete border, "curb"

• 1.5:1 slopes

As-Built Section



HSR Alternate 1

• 36-foot-wide travel way including original 10 feet of pavement 

(9-foot-wide asphalt driving lane and 1-foot-wide curb), and 

gravel driving lanes and shoulders.

• Rehabilitate original asphalt to original 2-inch thickness.

• Public meeting input was unanimous toward paving the 

driving lanes.



HSR Alternate 5

• 30-foot-wide travel way including original 10 feet of 

pavement, asphalt paved travel lanes and shoulders.

• Rehabilitate original asphalt to original 2-inch thickness.

• Lanes were narrow with 3 feet of the 11 ft driving lane on 

the rehabilitated original pavement section.



Route 66 Ribbon Road’s 

Consulting Parties

• Preserving original concrete curbs.

• Objections to original asphalt being removed 

and replaced.

• The use of "Topeka" asphalt, more accurately, 

match existing materials.

• Repainting "Route 66" shields in original locations

Summary of Comments



Route 66 Ribbon Road’s 

ODOT and County Input

• Existing asphalt will continue to degrade at current level of 

use.

• Concerned that chipseal lifespan is relatively short. The 

county will not be able to maintain it. Nor can it be 

feasibly patched.

• ODOT Division 8 – Minimum traffic safety requirements – 11-

foot lanes plus shoulder.

• Reduce posted speed limit – 35 mph

Summary of Comments



CURRENT PROPOSED

• 36-foot-wide travel way including original 10 feet of pavement, asphalt 
paved travel lanes and shoulders.

• No rehabilitation of original pavement; will keep existing curbs as is.

• Greatly reduces traffic on original pavement.
• Original pavement will have traffic for turning onto private driveways; 

additionally, could host parades.
• No chip seal /Brown pea gravel.

• Widened lanes meet minimum ODOT width requirements.



Stakeholder 
Discussion

• Current proposed section

• Need input on previously 

overlaid section



Next Steps
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