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DESCRIPTION
The Southbound US Highway (US) 271 Bridge 
is a nine-span, steel girder structure with a total 
length of 914 feet. This bridge was completed 
in 1955 to carry southbound traffic on US 271 
over the Red River and is comprised of nine steel 
I-beam spans, each about 100 feet in length.358 
Each span of the superstructure features five 
longitudinal, rolled steel girders with riveted steel 
diaphragms. The roadway is approximately 28 feet 
wide with a concrete deck and concrete sidewalks. 
The bridge’s railings are composed of steel posts, 
steel channel bottom rail, and steel tubular pipe 
top rail. 

The Northbound US 271 Bridge is a nine-span 
prestressed concrete girder structure with a total 
length of 904 feet. This bridge was completed in 
1970 to replace a previous bridge at the site and 
carry northbound traffic on US 271 over the Red 
River.359 The bridge is comprised of nine pre-
stressed concrete beam spans, each about 100 feet 
in length. Each span of the superstructure features 
five longitudinal, prestressed concrete girders with 
concrete diaphragms. The roadway is approxi-
mately 33 feet wide and has a concrete parapet 
with single steel pipe rail on top. The bridge has a 
concrete deck and bituminous overlay. 

US 271 BRIDGES

BRIDGE TYPE: Steel girder (Southbound 
US 271); Prestressed concrete girder 
(Northbound US 271)

YEAR BUILT: 1955 (Southbound US 271); 
1970 (Northbound US 271)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF  
HISTORIC PLACES STATUS: Not eligible

LOCATION: US 271 over the Red River, just 
north of Arthur City, Texas. Choctaw County 
(Oklahoma) and Lamar County (Texas) 

Figure 113. Location map of US 271 Bridges over the 
Red River.

Figure 114. View of Southbound US 271 Bridge over the Red River in 2015.
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Figure 115. View of Northbound US 271 Bridge over the Red River in 2015.
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The substructures for both bridges consist of 
concrete abutments and solid concrete piers 
placed at regular intervals across the river. The 
bridges carry US 271 over the Red River, between 
Hugo, Oklahoma and Paris, Texas. Topography 
surrounding the bridges is undeveloped with a 
relatively steep slope down to the riverbank. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Boats served as an early means of transportation 
along the Red River, but it was railroads that 
helped expand agricultural and ranching activities 
as well as the local lumber industry. Early rail-
roads built in Lamar County included the Texas 
and Pacific Railroad in 1875; the Gulf, Colorado, 
and Santa Fe Railway in 1887; and the Paris and 
Great Northern in 1888 that connected with the 
St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad (Frisco Rail-
road) at the Red River.360 The Frisco Railroad built 
a line through Choctaw County in 1902, and the 
Kiamichi Railroad Company built east-west and 
north-south lines through the county as well. 

Early crossings of the Red River in the vicinity of 
present-day US 271 included a ferry just west of 
Arthur City at Franklin.361 Around 1888 the Paris 
and Great Northern Railroad built a bridge across 
the Red River near the US 271 to connect its line 
stretching north from Paris, Texas, to the Frisco 
Railroad on the Oklahoma side. The small Paris 
and Great Northern Railroad merged with the 
Frisco Railroad on June 1, 1928, and continued to 
operate rail traffic across the bridge until at least 
1961.362 In 1920 the Paris-Hugo Bridge Company 
built a steel truss vehicular toll bridge adjacent 
to the Frisco railroad bridge. The bridge, de-
signed by Waddell & Son of Kansas City, partially 
collapsed about a year later when its piers were 
undermined. The Oklahoma Highway Department 
and Lamar County, Texas, purchased the bridge 
in 1925. A reconstructed bridge, using parts of 
the old bridge as well as a new steel truss main 
span, was opened the following year and put into 
service on the Oklahoma and Texas state high-
way systems as a free bridge.363 That bridge was 

maintained and re-decked several times over the 
course of 29 years. No other vehicular bridges or 
crossings between Lamar County and Choctaw 
County existed at that time but a 1940 highway 
map indicates that a toll ferry was located in the 
vicinity of this crossing, northwest of nearby 
Garrett’s Bluff.364 The current southbound US 271 
Bridge was completed in July 1955 and the previ-
ous truss bridge was converted for use by north-
bound traffic. The current Northbound US 271 
bridge was completed in August 1970, replacing 
the 1920s-era truss bridge.365 

SIGNIFICANCE
The US 271 bridges represent the post-World War 
II era of bridge construction along the Red River. 
They have served as an important and efficient 
crossing for vehicular traffic between Hugo, Okla-
homa, and Paris, Texas, that facilitated the transfer 
of agricultural and industrial goods between Okla-
homa and Texas at this location. 

Figure 116. A c.1926 photograph showing the steel 
through truss toll bridge (now replaced) and Frisco 
Railroad Bridge. (Courtesy of Texas Department of 
Transportation.)

Figure 117. 1926 toll bridge (now replaced), undated photo. (Courtesy of the Texas Department of Transportation.)
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US 259 BRIDGE

BRIDGE TYPE: Continuous steel girder

YEAR BUILT: 1961

NATIONAL REGISTER OF  
HISTORIC PLACES STATUS: Not eligible

LOCATION: US 259 over the Red River, 
between Idabel, Oklahoma, and De Kalb, 
Texas. McCurtain County (Oklahoma) and 
Bowie County (Texas) 

Figure 118. Location map of US 259 Bridge over the 
Red River.

Figure 119. View of US 259 Bridge over the Red River in 2015.
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DESCRIPTION
The US Highway (US) 259 Bridge is a 20-span 
continuous steel girder structure with a total 
length of approximately 2,007 feet. This bridge 
was designed and constructed for vehicular traffic 
in 1961. Each span of the superstructure features 
five longitudinal steel girders with riveted con-
nector plates and steel diaphragms.366 The bridge 
has a single-rail steel barrier railing and a concrete 
deck with concrete overlay and raised concrete 
curbs. The two-lane bridge is approximately 31 
feet wide. The substructure consists of abutments 
and wing walls and solid concrete piers placed 
at regular intervals across the river. The bridge is 
located between Idabel, Oklahoma, and De Kalb, 
Texas, in an undeveloped and mountainous region 
with native vegetation and a relatively gentle 
grade that slopes down to the Red River. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Early Euro-American settlement along the Red 
River was underway by the mid-1800s. Bowie 
County was established by the Republic of Texas 
in 1840. Texas’s entry into the United States 
sparked further settlement on both sides of the 
river. Most settlers were from Arkansas and Texas 
and established subsistence farming on both sides 
of the river. Cotton and corn were two agricultural 
mainstays in the area, in addition to a flourishing 
timber industry. In 1902 a branch of the Frisco 
Railroad was established along the north side 
of the river in the area that became McCurtain 
County in 1907. Construction of the railroad 
resulted in the establishment of towns along the 
Oklahoma line, including Idabel and Haworth.367 

Historic state highway maps indicate that by 
1933 a free ferry operated across the Red River at 
this approximate location and continued until at 
least 1941. SH 11 extended north from De Kalb, 
Texas, to the Red River by 1933 and connected to 
a local, undesignated road on the Oklahoma side. 
Historic mapping indicates that another toll ferry 
was located approximately 20 miles to the east 
between Woodstock, Texas, and Foreman, Arkan-
sas. 368 Texas SH 26 was designated in 1939 and 
extended due north from De Kalb, Texas, toward 
the Red River along the former SH 11 corridor.369 
However, the road stopped short of crossing the 
river. SH 26 was realigned to the west in 1961 and 
the present-day US 259 Bridge was constructed as 
part of that project. During construction, his-
toric highway maps indicate that the Clear Lake 
Toll Ferry continued to operate at this location 
to carry traffic while the bridge was constructed. 
Presumably once the entire project was done the 
route was designated US 259 in 1962 following 
completion of the bridge. An analysis of historic 
maps indicates that the new alignment was in-
tended to provide a more direct route between De 
Kalb and northeast Texas with Idabel in southeast 
Oklahoma.370 The present-day US 259 Bridge was 
an integral part of improving this route for a more 
direct and efficient connection.

In the late 1960s McCurtain County expanded 
economically due to the continued success of its 
forest industries. The US 259 Bridge served as an 
important crossing of the Red River and facilitat-
ed the movement of industrial and agricultural 
products between Oklahoma and Texas and the 
expansion of McCurtain County’s forest industries 
in the post-World War II period.371 

SIGNIFICANCE
The US 259 Bridge was the first permanent cross-
ing at this location and represents the post-World 
War II era of bridge construction along the Red 
River. The bridge served as an important and 
efficient solution for crossing the Red River at this 
location and provided a more direct route between 
De Kalb and Idabel and the surrounding commu-
nities. The structure also facilitated the economic 
expansion of McCurtain County’s forest industries 
in the late 1960s, as well as the transfer of indus-
trial and agricultural goods between Oklahoma 
and Texas.
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