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What is the 
role of 

Architectural 
Historians? 





Responsibilities: 
• Identify and record buildings, districts, 

objects, structures over 45 years old. Assess 
the NRHP eligibility of recorded resources 

• Complete HAER documentation for historic 
bridges that will be adversely effected by 
construction activities (also review 
consultants performing similar work) 

• Work with consulting parties to ensure 
appropriate construction/design within 
historic districts and regarding historic 
properties. 



Architectural Historians 
• We’re here to make sure that Federal 

Regulations are followed appropriately, with 
regard to the built environment   

 

• Historic districts and properties require some 
special attention-- need to maintain location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association when feasible.   

 



Safe Routes to Schools 

• (Formerly) Federally funded program 
designed to create fun and safe opportunities 
for kids to walk/bike to school; often 
accomplished by building sidewalks in 
neighborhoods 

 

• In 1969, approximately 50% of kids walked or 
biked to school. Today, that figure has shrunk 
to fewer than 15% 



SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR: 
 

STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION  
AND  

GUIDELINES FOR REHABILITATING 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS 



Secretary’s Guidelines Highlights: 

• New additions or related construction 
activities will not destroy historic materials, 
features, or spatial relationships that 
characterize property/district 
– For our purposes, sidewalk/roadway construction 

and updates need to take the historic character 
into account, work to maintain/preserve 

• Maintain and preserve the historic character 
of the building/district 
– Includes distinctive materials, features, finishes 

and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize the property 



HISTORIC PROPERTIES :  
ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL 

 
EACH SCENARIO CALLS FOR ATTENTION 

AND UNIQUE ANSWERS 



When Working to become ADA 
compliant, remember there are 

multiple ways to achieve the end goal  



Examples 
from Real 
Projects  



OSAGE COUNTY, OKLAHOMA 
OSAGE HILLS STATE PARK ENTRANCE, SH-35 











PERRY, OKLAHOMA  
DOWNTOWN SQUARE SIDEWALK PROJECT 



Preserve Existing Historic Tile on Buildings 



Completed Portion of Project: Tile Preserved 





Preserve Existing Street Trees 



Preserve Existing Brick Sidewalk 



GUTHRIE, OKLAHOMA 
SIDEWALK PROJECT NEAR WPA- BUILT SCHOOL 
AND RETAINING WALL 









Recommendations for Guthrie 

• Keep any new sidewalk at 5 ft. OR LESS 

• Retain the retaining walls and the berms that 
they hold; if repairs are necessary, keep them in 
compatible material 

• Retain some of the segments of brick sidewalk 
where feasible, joining them with concrete 
segments (as shown in other photos).  

• Some of the existing brick sidewalk segments 
may need to be repointed, so that should occur 
with the same pattern 

 



WE ARE HERE TO HELP POINT OUT POTENTIAL 
ISSUES AND ADDRESS THEM IN AN EFFICIENT 
MANNER 
 
HAVING AN OPEN MIND TO SPECIAL DESIGN 
CONSIDERATIONS IS KEY, ONE SIZE DOESN’T FIT ALL!  
 
 

Conclusions 



QUESTIONS? 


